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with white strands, and the mycelium on the surface of the
soil may assume the same form.

After the fungus has been growing for some time, small
spherical or ovoid bodies appear on its surface. These are
at first white, but subsequently become pale yellow or pale
brown. They are about the size and shape of mustard seed
in the majority of cases. These bodies are compact masses
of mycelium, which are known as sclerotia. They separate
from the mycelium and can undergo drying without injury.
When the white mycelium dies, the sclerotia are left free in
the soil, where they remain dormant until the next rainy
period, when they give rise to the white mycelium again.
No real fructification of this fungus has been observed; as
far as is known, it is propagated only by these sclerotia.

The fungus is quite a common one, and may be found
on dead wood and among dead leaves. It usually attacks
plants with soft tissues such as Caladiums, but it has been
known to kill plants with fairly well-developed wood, the
Tree Daisy, for example. As a disease of tea nurseries, it
is rare in Ceylon. It succumbs to the same treatment as
the other root and collar diseases of tea nurseries, but it
would be advisable to remove the mycelium and sclerotia
by scraping off the surface layer of the soil on affected
patches before watering with Jeyes' fluid, etc. The mycelium
and sclerotia should be burnt.

TREATMENT OF NURSERY KOOT DISEASES
In the root diseases of nursery plants referred to above,
the fungi concerned appear to be weak parasites which readily
yield to treatment with fungicides. Watering affected beds
with lime-water is recommended in Java. In Ceylon, the
remedy which has been used for several years, and, it would
appear, wibh general success, is Jeyes' fluid, mixed with
water at the rate of one ounce Jeyes' fluid to a gallon of
water. After removing and burning the dead plants, the
affected patches and the plants immediately surrounding
them are well watered with, the solution.